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Introduction 

Renewable energy communities

Citizen energy communities

The leading electricity distributors as facilitators of the energy transition, represented by E.DSO, 

are closely following the development of energy communities across Europe Those communities 

can create great value and help citizens become more actively engaged in the energy transition. 

DSOs have a key role to play in enabling their proper development

 

Citizen energy communities in Article 2 (11)

Renewable energy communities Article 2 (16)

Article 22
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Citizens Energy Communities (CEC) Renewable Energy Communities (REC) 

Legal basis 

Legal form 

 

Purpose 

Ownership 

including municipalities, or 

small enterprises and microenterprises

Autonomy 

Activities 

commercial

Geographical 

limitations 

 

Technologies  
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their concrete 

implementation is still ongoing.

· Size

· Portfolio

· Infrastructure

· Market Model

o 

o 

o 
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3.1.1 Benefits for the transition of the energy system 

· Enable active customers

· More valuable flexibility actors

· Connection optimization

· Improved quality of supply

isolated areas
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3.1.2 Opportunities for the DSOs’ mission 

· Improved load local balancing:

· More flexibility providers:

· Quicker connections:

· Investment optimization:

· Increase of resilience:
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Art. 16 

Directive 2019/944

Having unbundled activities, grants consumers protection of their rights.

raison d‘être

· 

.g., deliver flexibility to DSOs and TSOs).

· 

· 



8 

· 

 

“energy communities use the distribution system and as such their treatment in the tariff 

methodologies may play a role in their uptake”.

are subject to (…) non-discriminatory and cost- 

reflective network charges in accordance with Article 18.1(e) of Regulation (EU) 2019/943, ensuring that 

they contribute in an adequate and balanced way to the overall cost sharing of the system a “For the 

purposes of point (e) of the first subparagraph, where electricity is shared, this shall be without prejudice to 

applicable network charges, tariffs and levies, in accordance with a transparent cost-benefit analysis of 

distributed energy resources developed by the competent national authority.”

injection of electricity in the public distribution grid and/or withdrawal of electricity
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E.DSO believes that the role of DSOs as the facilitator of ECs shall rely on the following convictions 

and recommendations: 

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 

· 



shaping smart grids for 

your future. 


